
Let’s go for a walk! 
  
Grade Level  

1st - 5th grade   

Time Frame 

2 - 3 hours total 

Curriculum Areas 

Geography, science, math, social studies, art 

  

Teacher Preparation 

Arrange permission for walking field trip.  Make 

copies of attached materials for each student. 

Materials to Print: Mental Map template, 

Checklist, Graph Template. 

 

Materials 

Clipboards, crayons or colored pencils, rulers 

and string for measuring, scissors, pencils and 

erasers. 

  

The Project  

Sometimes the best way to experience and 

understand a landscape is to take a walk 

through it. In this project, students will draw a 

map of the neighborhood and follow it to 

explore the patterns that exist in their local 

environment. Students will look for patterns on 

where trees are planted, how they are cared 

for, and think about what kind of historical 

development led to those patterns. Students 

will think about the role of trees in an urban 

environment and consider the ways in which 

trees create a sense of place.  

  

Learning Objectives 

Increase observation of local landscape 

Gain understanding of trees’ roles in an urban 

environment 

Gain knowledge of map making including 

concepts in scale, direction, and visual 

representation 

Develop of new vocabulary 

Develop skills in collecting data and thinking 

analytically 

Develop awareness of the difference between 

individual perception of landscape and actual 

existing landscape 

Develop pride of place 

 

Procedure  

This activity begins by brainstorming as a class 

all of the things we see in our 

neighborhoods.  Try to have two sections on 

the brainstorming board with one side for 

places (streets, yards, parking lots, parks) and 

another side for things (pets, houses, stop signs, 

cars). Explain to the students the concept of 

landmarks and ask them if they can think of 

any famous landmarks around Portland. 

Discuss what makes a landmark special. Can 

they think of any trees they have seen that 

function as landmarks?  Next, students will 

each draw a map of the neighborhood where 

the class will be walking. Discuss with students 

directions; show them what a north arrow 

might look like in a map, and discuss how 

street names in Portland always start with a 

direction (N, NE, SE, NW, SW). Help them 

understand where they are in Portland and 

think about landmarks that help them find 

direction (i.e. Mt Hood is a landmark for east). 

The map does not have to be accurate or to 

scale, it should be entirely the student’s own 

idea of what they think the neighborhood 

looks like. Students should be encouraged to 

include landmarks they are familiar with; the 

school, the community center, any special 

buildings, parks, or trees. The maps can include 

descriptions, street names, doodles and 

drawings, or they can be a simple overview.  

  

Next, each student (or pair of students) will 

start the walking tour checklist. Their job in the 

classroom is to fill out the “I think I will see” 

column. 

Students can use ideas from the brainstorming 

session and their mental maps to fill out the 

column. Attach the checklists to a clipboard 

and go out for the planned walk. The teacher 

should plan the walk ahead of time, either in 

the neighborhood around the school or 

community center, or along a route 

specifically with heritage trees. Along the walk, 

students should fill out the rest of the checklist, 

adding in where the item was seen (in the 

street, on the sidewalk, in a yard, park). They 



should use tallies to mark each time the item 

was seen. If it is possible to include a heritage 

tree in the walk, download the heritage tree 

information from 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article

/524137 for additional tree information to talk 

about with the students at the tree. 

  

Back at the classroom, students will make 

graphs of what they saw on the walk. They can 

use the graphing worksheet in this section, or 

they can create their own graph. Students can 

answer the questions with the graph in groups 

or individually. An additional suggested activity 

for this project is to draw another map of the 

neighborhood and compare it with the first 

map they made. If the student prefers not to 

draw a whole new map, they can edit their 

original map to include new landmarks and 

street names that they may have learned 

about. How did their perception of the 

neighborhood change? Were there landmarks 

that could be added to the new map? Did 

they learn some street names that they didn’t 

know before? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/524137
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/524137


Map Title: 
 



 

Walking Tour Checklist: 
I think I will see… Where was it seen?  

(In a yard? On the street?) 
How many times was it 

seen?  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

    

 
    

 

 

 



 

 

 

What did you see the most of? 

   

What did you see the least of? 

  

Where did you see the most trees? On the street sides or in people’s yards? 

  

What was something NOT on your list that you saw a lot of? 

  

Look at your friends’ graphs; how are they different or the same? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Explore Heritage Trees with your Family! 
  

If you would like to learn more about Portland history through Heritage Trees, visit 

https://www.pdx.edu/history/heritage-trees where you can find Heritage Tree trading cards, 

a walking tour guide, podcasts, and maps of heritage trees in Portland.  

  

Do you have any heritage trees near your home? We recommend visiting a couple! Here is a 

list of Heritage Trees in that might be in your neighborhood! If you don’t see a tree in your 

area on this list, check this interactive map and zoom in on your neighborhood: 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/41049  

 

North Portland 

Oregon white oak 1815 N Humboldt (private, front yard) 

English elm 4124 N Mississippi Ave (private, front yard) 

Weeping willow 4045 N Missouri Ave (private, side yard) 

Oregon white oak 7654 N Crawford (private, rear yard, school) 

Southern catalpa 5533 N Maryland Ave (right of way) 

Oregon white oak 7654 N Crawford (private, rear yard, school) 

Scarlet oak 3922 N Overlook Blvd (private, front yard) 

Oregon white oak South of 3969 N Overlook Terrace (private lot) 

Horsechestnut 8710 N. Willamette Blvd (right of way) 

Butternut 9009 N Foss Ave (Charles Jordan Community Center) 

Silver linden 408 N Rosa Parks Way (right of way) 

European beech 4073 N Gantenbein Ave (private, front yard) 

Northern red oak 5340 N Interstate Ave (PP&R, Patton Square Park) 

White Oak 9107 N. Richmond Ave 

White Oak 5000 N Willamette Blvd 

Black walnut 2830 N Williams Ave 

Scarlet oak 3922 N Overlook Blvd 

Gray (Digger) pine 4074 N Massachusetts Ave 

Monkey Puzzle 446 NE Fargo St 

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.pdx.edu/history/heritage-trees
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/41049


 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

A smartphone app can guide you to twenty different Heritage 

Trees!  Check out the Heritage Tree Geocache Series, created by Portland 

State University History students! Download the Geocaching app and 

accelerate your exploration of Portland’s historic trees and parks. 

http://www.publichistorypdx.org/2017/07/01/heritage-tree-geocaching/ 

 

The City of Portland’s Parks and Recreation Heritage Tree Program protects trees that are 

special for their “age size, type, historical associations and horticultural value.” Do you know 

any trees that fit this description? Any member of the community (that’s you!) can nominate 

a tree. For detailed information on how heritage trees are nominated and cared for, check 

this link:  

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/524137  

 

For the Heritage Tree nomination form, click here: 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/293314  

Northeast Portland 

Monkey puzzle 446 NE Fargo (private, front yard) 

Caucasian 

wingnut 
1408 NE Knott (right of way) 

Monkey puzzle 419 NE Hazelfern Pl (private, front 

yard) 
Monkey puzzle 415 NE Laurelhurst Pl (private, front 

yard) 
Tulip  1403 NE Weidler 

Horsechestnut 1465 NE Going 

Tulip 4807 NW 10th Ave 

Spanish Chestnut 828 NE Prescott St 

English Walnut 5941 NE 45th Ave 

European white 

elm 
3331 NE Hancock St 

American 

Persimmon 
6440 NE 36th Ave 

Japanese Larch 4626 NE 37th Ave 

Cryptomeria 6232 NE Stanton St 

European beech 10115 NE Thompson St 

Douglas-fir 13931 NE Glisan St 

Southeast Portland 

Giant sequoia 6325 SE Division (PP&R, Mt 

Tabor Park) 
Bigleaf maple Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery 

(Metro) 
Oregon white oak 5559 SE 109th Ave (right of 

way) 
Madrone 8018 SE Bush St (right-of-

way) 
Douglas-fir Powell Butte Nature Park 

(Portland Water Bureau) 
European beech 1579 SE Nehalem (private, 

front yard) 
Katsura SE 39th & Oak (PP&R, 

Laurelhurst Park) 
Pecan SE 47th & Steele (PP&R) 

Northern red oak SE Powell Blvd (PP&R, Powell 

Park) 
Japanese pagoda 6436 SE Morrison St 

http://www.publichistorypdx.org/2017/07/01/heritage-tree-geocaching/
http://www.publichistorypdx.org/2017/07/01/heritage-tree-geocaching/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/524137
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/293314

